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Overview

● Current Scale

● Risks

● Perception  

● Opportunities

● Considerations
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Current Situation

Benefits of Pesticides Problems with Pesticides

Increased Food Supply Can move from intended target location

Combat pests Can kill pests non-target organisms

Prevent diseases Science can be hard to explain to public

Increase profits for farmers Perceived as harmful to humans

Lower labor cost on farm Resistance occurs

Save time for farmer Others?

Thoroughly tested/known behavior

Protect homes/structures 

Aid in erosion control; no-till

Efficient use of farm land preserves 

wildlife lands 

Protect public health

Increase bee health; Varoa mites

Provides food security
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Risk of Pesticide Use
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Source: Purdue
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Perception
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Opportunities
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How to change pesticide perception?

“Better understanding of the general uncertainties surrounding 

development, regulation and use of pesticides would probably 

have substantial benefits.”

Robert Krieger, Extension Toxicologist, University of California, 

Riverside and winner of the American Chemical Society’s 

International Award for Research in Agrochemicals at the 229th 

National Meeting March 13 – l7, 2005 in San Diego, California
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What Do You Think Can or Should Be Done?
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● https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ppp/ppp-70.pdf

● http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/01/29/public-and-scientists-views-on-

science-and-society/pi_2015-01-29_science-and-society-03-06/

● http://faculty.ucr.edu/~krieger/publications/pesticide%20perceptions.pdf

References

Classification: PUBLIC NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ppp/ppp-70.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/01/29/public-and-scientists-views-on-science-and-society/pi_2015-01-29_science-and-society-03-06/
http://faculty.ucr.edu/~krieger/publications/pesticide perceptions.pdf

